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Goshiki ï ñfive-coloredò by Bryan Bateman 

 

The original meaning of goshiki is òfive-coloredó. These colors are white, black, red, light blue, 

and dark blue. When mixed on some Goshiki (i.e. kuro) the ground (main, or background color 

of the body) can appear as purple, which makes for a really cool looking fish! 

This variety was originally placed in the Kawarimono (or miscellaneous) class for judging pur-

poses, but due to great efforts to improve and refine the variety, it was recently upgraded to a 

combined Koromo/Goshiki class. 

The reason these two varieties are combined into one class is that they are of the same genetic 

blend ð Kohaku and Asagi. The Kohaku gene contributes the red patterning on a white back-

ground while the Asagi gene contributes the reticulation. In the case of Koromo this reticulation 

is restricted to the red areas, while with Goshiki the reticulation is usually restricted to the 

white areas (the exception being Kuro Goshiki as mentioned above which sometimes has reticu-

lation on both the red and white areas). 

Two popular variations of Goshiki are Goshiki Sanke (aka Goshiki Sanshoku) and Goshiki 

Showa. These will appear as normal Goshiki with added small black patches in the case of 

Goshiki Sanke or with added larger black wrapping markings in the case of Goshiki Showa. 

Both of these types are placed in the Kawarimono class for judging purposes. 

When selecting a young Goshiki for your collection you should first look for a pleasing Kohaku 

pattern. Sandan (three-step) is ideal on a Goshiki because it provides for a large amount of 

white area to accentuate the reticulation. Judges are a bit more lenient regarding the placement 

of the red on the head of a Goshiki. For example, a Goshiki with either too much or not enough 

red between the tip of the nose and the eyes will be acceptable as long as the red is bright and 

clean and the white provides a pleasing background, giving the koi an artistic look. 

The fins should be either all white or can have red at the base (moto aka). The reticulation 

should be even (not irregular or splotchy appearing) and the red should appear almost to be 

floating on the ground ð a unique characteristic of high quality Goshiki. Young Goshiki will 

often appear to be Kohaku, as the reticulation normally does not appear until later. You have to 

trust your dealer in this respect, who should know the lineage of the fish he is selling. 

Whether you fancy the Kuro Goshiki or the elusive (been looking for one for years!) Mameshi-

bori Goshiki, this variety will certainly delight and will be a big attraction in your pond. 
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On behalf of the Central Florida Koi Show staff and the members of the Flori-
da East Coast Koi and Pond Club, Gainesville Koi Club, Orlando Area Koi 
and Pond Club, Rainbow River Koi Club, and the ZNA Southern Koi Associ-
ation welcome to the 20th Central Florida Koi Show.  It is an honor to have so 
many friends and family in the koi community represented at this show. 

There are so many things you can see and do at the CFKS 
KOI SHOW  
The koi show is taking place under the large tent in the parking area to the 
northeast of the hotel tower.  Benching of the koi begins on Friday afternoon.  
Judging will take place on Saturday morning. 
GOLDFISH SHOW 
The goldfish show is taking place in the conference room to the right of the 
entrance to the hotel tower Atrium.  Judging of the goldfish will take place on 
Saturday morning. 
CLUB TABLES 
Talk with members of the local koi clubs and learn more about the hobby of 
koi keeping.  Pick up free literature to learn how to join a local club and how 
to maintain a pond for raising koi. 
VENDORS 
Vendors are located in the Atrium area, in some of the rooms off the Atrium, 
and under the large tent in the parking area.  Our vendors are here to answer 
questions, educate, and supply you with whatever your needs for koi keeping 
may require.  These vendors are very dedicated to the hobby.  Our hope is 
that you will support their commitment to our show and the hobby. 
SEMINARS 
There are informative seminars all day on Saturday on a variety of topics.  
Please see the Seminar Schedule in this booklet.  The cost for Saturday semi-
nars is only $10. 
RAFFLE 
Raffle tickets will be sold at the Welcome Table in the entrance to the hotel 
tower Atrium area.  Numbers will be called all day Saturday and will also be 
posted at the Welcome Table.  Many of our vendors have donated some very 
nice items to the raffle. 
SOCIAL HOUR, BANQUET, AWARDS CEREMONY 
On Saturday night there is a social hour with a cash bar beginning at 7:00 PM.  
The banquet and award ceremony will take place immediately following the 
social hour in the front building of the hotel with dinner being served at 7:30 
PM.  Space permitting, tickets can be purchased at the Registration Table. 


